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Tim Palmer, whose handsome new book Rivers of Amevasmpublished last month,
gave a fascinating presentation at Bent of the Riveraiol@r 14. The event, sponsored
jointly by the Pomperaug River Watershed Coalition, theulwoth Center, and the Southbuny
Land Trust, began with a guided walk along Transylvan@Band the Pomperaug. Visitofs
then gathered in the barn to hear Palmer talk aboutgh#isance of rivers and what com-
munities can do to protect them. Palmer, a noted cogis@mnist and a powerful interpreter i
words and photos of the meaning of rivers, illustratedatkswith stunning photographs that
capture the exhilarating beauty and variety of America&ys.

Palmer’s 16 previous books about the natural world have worrtamgraise and Photographer/writer
awards. He was schooled as a landscape designer but daigkti/his mission as a Palmer at work
chronicler of the beauty and power of rivers, and of the dartgat threaten them. In his
passionate new book he explores rivers of every size andedefwildness. The beautifully written text includes
both personal stories and a comprehensive explanation ofiveny are vital and what must be done to preserve them.
He says he wants people to be inspired by the beauyeos, to see the complexity of the natural world surrcumd
them, “to paddle along with the tug of the current fortéebéook at everything that is touched by flowing water.”

In a recent “dispatch from the rivers,” Palmer talksulpihotographing the Pomperaug: “The glaciers ending
10,000 years ago blocked an age-old course of the streamjngriotiirough a splendid gorge. The deep soils have
nourished a forest of sycamores, maples, and oaks.... Mgarkiandem with the Audubon Society and [the
Southbury] Land Trust, the Pomperaug [Watershed Coalitichbped to add adjacent parcels to an old farm that
had been donated for open space preservation. Pieceday fhie fabric of a natural river is being restored.

“As | explored quietly with my camera early on a sukummer morning, warblers chattered in the high
canopy and rabbits and deer scurried out ahead of my SthpPomperaug riffled over rocks left in the glacier’s
path, then quieted itself in pools filled with sunkeaves turned prematurely orange. The stream’s spare flavidef
summer was testament to the importance of the workhbat/atershed Coalition is doing; if much more water for
urban development is taken out, the river will be exiglahd incapable of supporting this island of naturén. an
age of rampant growth”

The Coalition was honored to host Palmer, and we aightledl at the inclusion in his stunning book of our
own local river, small in size but equal to all the otherseauty and importance. -- Eileen Denver
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On September 23, Coalition volunteers under
the leadership of Ingrid Davis and DEP scientist

Mike Beauchene spent the day turning over rocks in
[ the riffles of the local rivers, identifying and counting

& The volunteers identified sufficient quantities of the '
Volunteers identify “Most Wanted” species that best indicate river
insects in the river health. The final results of this Pomperaug Watershed (
hands-on water quality program will appear in the
State Water Quality Report in January 2007.
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The Coalition has now been working for nearly three s/eath
scientists from the U.S. Geological Survey and the Uniyeo§iMassachusetts
to gather data about the Pomperaug Watershed and to dexssisphis data can
be used to better protect and preserve our rivers ancgaquifJuly, those
scientists presented their preliminary results to @oalstaff and Directors.

The UMass Instream Habitat Program has developed a cempatlel
for the Watershed that assesses habitat suitabilityeftous fish species at three
stages of their lives under five flow conditions. The modelhélp the Coalition
determine the impact of watershed management decisions behtiabitat and
population as a measure of the overall health of the rivers.

USGS scientists have used two computer models in thearoksm the
Watershed -- a precipitation simulator and a sub-suffagesimulator -- to
study 64 separate areas of the Watershed. This reggaldshvaluable infor-
mation on such questions as which locations are critigaloviding recharge to
the groundwater that supplies drinking water.

The next step in our work will be to integrate the UMaisd USGS
models in order to increase the protection of the locadmgatpply and the habi-
tat that fish and other wildlife depend upon. The modelsalidw those who
make land-use decisions to predict the effect of their desisio the overall
health of the local water resources. For instance&amevork with towns and
local residents to ensure that parcels critical ta¢lsharge of groundwater are
protected from development, or that development is stéeractas that are less
important to our water supplies. Additionally, we canthgemodels to predict
the effect of water withdrawals from the aquifer andrewven fish and other
wildlife habitats at specific times of the year, and tensourage plans to time
withdrawals such that wildlife is protected.

All this ground-breaking and exciting research is not ohlyse locally,
but of great interest to the State and even nationsigtch for more informa-
tion as we bring this research to you -- our membersraamtt, local decision-
makers, and all those who use this precious resource.

% * an old muskrat trap. It wasn't long
before Lesch’s natural curiosity and
interest drew her into the work of the
Coalition. With a Bachelor of Science
in biology and environmental studies
from Yale and a Master’s degree from
Duke in environmental management
with a focus on environmental chem-
istry and water resources, she is no
stranger to the interdisciplinary issues
that we

New Directors Ingrid Davis
and Donna Lesch have been active
Coalition volunteers for some time --
in fact, Davis is the Coalition'sharter
volunteer, having first approached us
in early 2001 when we were just a
fledgling organization.

Donna Leschfirst learned of .
the Coalition through the local news- ace daily.
paper. Soon after, she and her young-€S¢h has
son Dylan came to explore the Bent of'Med our
the River Audubon Center. Dylan dis-"€W Stream
covered a twisted, interesting-looking Commlttee,
piece of metal along the River, which Which
he and his mom brought up to the ~ coordinate Director Lesch with
Coalition office. After a bit of re- children Dylan and Kayla
search, the staff determined that it was- continued on p. 3




continued from p. 4

If you have a question about membership or donations, odvikalto discuss any other Watershed issue,
please don't hesitate to call me at 267-1700. (Note: thedisw shows current membessly, and does not include
donors to the Annual Fund who are not also members.)
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the Streamwalk Program and develop,
other stream-related activities that

involve the public. She has two young

children and works for a New York
State-based consulting firm.

A 30-year Woodbury resident,
Ingrid Davis has two grown daughterg

S

On October 31, Marion
Griswold will end six years of
dedicated service as the Coali-
ition’s Administrative Coordin-
ator. From the Coalition’s early
days, Griswold (pictured at left)
has provided important support t
nearly all our major projects. It
would be impossible to identify
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works as a reference librarian in Strat
ford, and is a member of the Woo
bury Conservation Commission. A
life-long passion for the natural world
prompted her to enroll in Larry Pond’'s

Geology and Astronomy classes when he was teaching at ther fofattatuc
Community College, and for several years she volunteerdddaCT Am-
phibian Monitoring Program. She organized and catalogwe@oalition’s
library of informational materials and has particgzhfor several years in th
Volunteer Streamwalk Program. She is a member ohewrStream Com-
mittee and most recently has assumed responsibilitypidates to our website.

d- Retiring Administrative Coordinator

Griswold and new Coalition Director
Davis at the Coalition’s September

Macroinvertebrate Training Day

the collective impact of her
contributions.

Her practical wisdom, under-
standing of people and situations
and her love of the environment
helped shape the Coalition of
today and will remain with us into:
the future. She is a class act andra
Watershed treasure. i

-- Marc Taylor 4
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Greetings to friends and supporters of the Pomperaug Riviar$iad Coalition. A year ago | joined the
Coalition as Executive Director, and it's been a wondexfplerience in every way. So | thought you wouldn’t mind
my making a special appeal to you.

The Coalition’s individual funding comes from two sources: mensiips and the April annual appeal. | wish
to thank those of you who have supported us through one or bibibsef initiatives.

One benefit of being a supporter of the Coalition is thatrgaeive our quarterly newslettgvatershed News
The initial funding forlWatershed Newsame from a grant that has allowed us to mail itHerpast three years to over
1,000 Watershed residents, regardless of whether they argenseaf the Coalition. It's been a great way forauget
the word out about our work. But this grant funding has nowectonan end.

At most non-profit organizations like the Coalition, pubiicatof a newsletter is funded by donations from
members. Thus | am asking those of you who are not ¢urmmembers of the Coalition to consider joining at thisetim

Here’s why membership is important: a large, healthy neeshiip is critical to sustaining an organization
such as ours for the long haul. Membership money funds nothentyews-
letter, but also the Coalition’s work to protect and pneseur unique and
beautiful Watershed and its aquifer, considered by mahg tbe best in
Connecticut. A solid membership base is also criticalitting a strong
volunteer organization and to obtaining funding from externakssywhich
look at membership as an indicator of local support

Listed on page 3 are the current, active members of tHéiQua If
your name is not on this list, | urge you to use the enclossdbership cardnd
envelope to join the Coalition today, and help us in oukwoprotectand

preserve the precious local water resources of the Pompatatiegshed.
-- continued on p. 3 The Pomperaug in summer




