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Where Does Your Drinking Water Come From?

complex) or from a public water wells in the Pomperaug Aquifer
supplier’s distribution system. The located along the Nonnewaug River
systems that serve our Watershed ame Woodbury. So if you live, work,
the Heritage Village Water Companyor play in any of the towns mentioned
and the United Water Company.  above, you have enjoyed the pure,
Even if you live outside the clean water supplied by the
Watershed in Watertown, Middleburfomperaug Watershed.

or Oxford you may also be drinking For more information: Visit

water supplied by the Pomperaug United Water Company’s website:

Washington

Aquifer. Map 2shows the water http://www.unitedwater.com/uwct/
company service areas in black.  whoct.htm; read Heritage Water
TheHeritage Village W ater Company’s Annual Report on line at:

Company is supplied by groundwatehttp://aspl.walkontheweb.com/
pumped from five wells located closetwater/data/pdfl/heritage%?20village
to the Pomperaug River on the %202004.pdf; contact the Watertown
Heritage Village golf course propertyrire District at: (860) 274-6332.
This water is delivered to customers
L in Southbury, Middlebury and
Map 1 - Aquifers in the Pomperaug Oxford.
Watershed .
TheUnited Water Company
serves customers in Woodbury from
When you turn on your faucet or two wells. Well #1 is located on route

take a shower or flush the toilet havel7 and Well #2 is located off of South
you ever wondered where the waterPomperaug Avenue to the west of the
comes from? As you may recall frorMiddle Quarter commercial area.
our fall issue ofVatershed Newsll TheWatertown Fire District
those living in the Pomperaug River serves customeis Watertown.
Watershed get their water from the Water comes from three surface water
Pomperaug AquiferMap 1). Your reservoirs: Lockwood Reservoir in
water can come to you directly Bethlehem (in the Pomperaug
through a private well in your back Watershed), the Watertown Reservoir
yard (or a community system if you and Judd Pond in Watertown.
live in a condominium or apartment Additional water comes from nine

Washington

Map 2 - Public water supply areas

Coalition Membership Update
POMPERAUG PONDERINGS

In our last newsletter we announced the excitingdha of our member-
ship program and the opportunity to become a Charter Memlbee of )
Coalition. Marc Taylor, Board Chair comments: “We aonored with the Q: What is Groundwater?

outpouring of support from the community. It is a confirmatiat bur A: See last page

continued on page 2
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Contact Information

Phone: 203-267-1700
Fax: 203-264-0222
Email: info@pomperaug.org

If you would like to receive
future issues of thé/atershed
Newsby email, please let us
know by phone or email.

PRWC Mission
The Pomperaug River Water-
shed Coalition will work to
protect the quality and quantity
of the Pomperaug River's surface
and subsurface waters as well as
the plants and wildlife that
contribute to its natural beauty.
This will be done by providing a
partnership of local governments
and businesses, private interests,
environmental organizations and
concerned citizens which will
interact with the appropriate
Regional, State and Federal
agencies. We shall periodically
report on the status of our efforts
to the public and actively seek
their views.

Membership
continued from page 1

friends and neighbors believe in the
work we are doing to protect and
preserve our precious water
resources.” New member Mary
Giampietro said “I am proud to have

information with state, regional, and
national colleagues who are intense-
ly interested in our innovative
science. Our gifted Executive
Director, Laurie Giannotti, coordin-
ates all of the above with great skill.
We thank our governmental,
business, foundation and especially

become a member of the Pomperaugur individual supporters. With

River Watershed Coalition. As a
Southbury resident, | use the local
water supply and am concerned for
its quality. | am happy to support
the Coalition’s efforts in maintain-

your ongoing help we can continue
the important work we are doing to
keep our local water supply pure and
abundant.

ing fresh, clean water. Working as aNew Board Member:

Coalition streamwalk volunteer last
summer provided me with a won-
derful opportunity to experience
firsthand the beauty of our local
Watershed.”

As with many community efforts,
our work on your behalf can con-
tinue only with your support. If you
haven't already become a member,
please do so today! For more
information on membership visit our
website or call the office.

News from
the Board

From Chairman
Dr. Marc Taylor:

Thanks to the dedicated work of
our staff, volunteers, Board of
Directors and consultants, the
Coalition continues to move ahead
on multiple fronts. Our research
projects, the Watershed Manage-
ment Plan, and a general member-
ship campaign are on track. In the
coming months we will be helping
our town governments deal with
new state and federal mandates for
protecting the Pomperaug Aquifer
and watershed rivers from
stormwater runoff and potential
contamination. We will also be
stepping up our efforts to help our
neighbors understand their roles in
keeping our drinking water pure.
We continue to cooperate and share

We are pleased to welcome
Mieke Schuyler to our Board.
Mieke comes to us from Bethlehem
and will serve as one of the
Coalition representatives from that
Watershed town. As Chairperson of

Mieke Schuyler, new Board member

the Long Meadow Lake Manage-
ment Committee, Mieke has
redirected the focus of the group to a
more holistic approach including
watershed management. Her
experience working with the lake’s
residents and with lake management
programs will strengthen the
Coalition’s ability to implement its
own Watershed Management Plan.
“I am honored to be working
with the progressive Pomperaug
River Watershed Coalition and am
eager to help to ensure fishable,
swimable and drinkable water
quantity and quality for our future
generations. Our community is
immeasurably fortunate to be home
to this qualified and dedicated
team.”
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Northeast Instream composition. After our interns
returned to school in September,

Habitat Program Southbury resident and Coalition
Update volunteer Christina Ferloni helped
complete the sampling with Hunter
Brawley, Project Coordinator.
According to Dr. Parasiewicz, “t
research conducted this summer h
us better understand which species
hoccur where, and which habitat
characteristics our resident fish find
ost suitable.” This information will
e used to help estimate changes ir
fish habitat availability at different

surface water models being stream flows. For more information
developed by the U.S. Geological m Tlows. ore informatio
on this project or for information on

Survey for the Coalition to determine lunteer rtunities. check our
the impacts of water withdrawals anéf%g.te ; gprl?t(;c'tjtr::e N,EIHP atou
land use changes on the health of thieSIte or cor

Pomperaug, Nonnewaug and piotrp@forwild.umass.edu.

Over the past summer, Dr. Piotr
Parasiewicz of the University of
Massachusetts Northeast Instream
Habitat Program and his field staff
were busy collecting data on the fis
that inhabit our rivers and streams.
The habitat assessment will be use
in conjunction with ground and

Farmland such as this in Southbury allows
precipitation to replenish the aquifer

most at risk because they are the most
vulnerable to development. Agricul-
tural lands typically have easy access
to roads, good soils for septic
systems, gentle topography, and are

Weekeepeemee Rivers. clear of trees and brush. The LUC
student merns Tom van acker of e g ICUItURAl Land & - e b e i i dept
. irst and then take a similar in-dep
University of Connecticut and Water Qua"ty look at forested and wetland areas.
Jennifer Hogue of UMass began The LUC used GIS to identify
sampling fish populations in The Coalition’s Land Use agricultural lands that are a) available

representative sites through-out the Committee (LUC) is in the process ofo be developed in the future and thus
watershed. To determine which identifying Watershed lands that arepotentially converted to a more
habitats various fish prefer, these important to water protection. This intense land use; 2) adjacent to
hearty field researchers spent long analysis is based on the federal wetlands, streams, or rivers; 3) over
hours sampling fish using a method Environmental Protection Agency’s our aquifer; and 4) in close proximity
known as electro-grid shocking. National Urban Runoff Program to open land that already enjoys

- studies conducted in the early 1980germanent protection through
which tell us that less intense land us@/nership by a land trust, or by the
is more protective of water. For existence of conservation easements.
example, open land such as forests  With help from a generous grant
and fields allows rain to sink into thefrom the Southbury Community Trust
ground, thus replenishing an aquiferFund, the LUC will produce maps
Open land also allows storm water and copies of its associated report
runoff to filter through vegetation andThe Role of Agricultural Land In the

t"" ‘ - soll, cIQaning and purifying the waterPreservation of the Pomperaug

' - ] before it enters wetlands, streams, aywhtershed’for the Watershed towns.
- rivers. These will provide guidance and

Native brown trout captured and released The LUC utilized the Central recommendations for protecting

during summer sampling in the Naugatuck Valley Council of agriculture in the Watershed. The

Pomperaug Watershed Government’'s Geographic Informa- Committee plans to deliver the maps

ion System (GIS) to help define whaind reports through workshops for

open land” consists of in the targeted audiences such as Southbury,

. e Pomperaug Watershed. The CommitYoodbury and Bethlehem’s land use

were capiured, identified and . tee found that the largest open land commissions and land trusts. The

released! The number of species ither f d icul . .

recorded at each of the repres entatigL€as are either forested, agriculturaleport will also be available to read or
¥ wetlands. Further research download from the Coalition’s

. . ; . o)
sites varied widely, as did the SPECI2vealed that agricultural lands are website, www.pomperaug.org.

Throughout the summer a total o{
21 species and 2,908 individual fish
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POMPERAUG PONDERINGS

Q: What is groundwater?

A: As precipitation moves down into the ground, it passes batpaicles of stone and sediments until it reaches
a depth where the ground is saturated with water. fideethat is filled with water is called teaturated zone and

the top of this zone is called theter table. Thisgroundwater is naturally stored undergroundaguifers (areas
which hold a lot of water) or is stored in and flowsotigh the cracks and crevices in the underground soil and
rock, supplying springs and wells.

Most groundwater is clean, but when pollutants leaK, epiire dumped on the ground they can move through
the soil and into the groundwater. Sources of such corgdipninnclude leaky underground gasoline tanks,
landfills, fertilizers and pesticides applied to fiewsd lawns, and rain water that picks up pollutants amtesa
them to rivers and streams that in turn recharge the graiaedw

In the Pomperaug Watershadtiof our drinking and other household water is groundwater (wetlget any
of our water directly from
reservoirs or other forms of
surfacewater). Thus it is
extremely important that our
groundwater be kept pure, _
unpolluted, and abundant. Futy &
issues oWatershed Newsill
detail ways in which Watershed
residents can work together to
guarantee this critical resource!

; Ground Water
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